THE AUTHOR BEGINS

Lucien Herr, we behold three of the actors in a
drama about to convulse Europe waiting off-stage,
*without their knowledge, for the rise of the curtain.
On October 29, 1894, a Paris newspaper, Libre
Parole, gave currency to a report that two weeks
earlier a significant military arrest had taken place.
This rumour, announced the Paris Eclair of the next
day, had been confirmed. The Libre Parole, on
November r, could offer particulars. The crime
alleged was betraying army secrets to a foreign
government ; the place of confinement was Cherche-
Midi ; and the prisoner was a Jew, Captain Alfred
Dreyfus of the Etat-Major-General. He had, it was
declared, " made a full confession."
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